








TNC coastal staff and seasonal stewards managed and monitored 10 miles of 
the barrier island in Westhampton/Quogue this summer. For the 2008 season, 
38 piping plover nesting pairs produced 48 fledglings. Just over 400 least tern 
adults produced an estimated 72 fledglings.

Over 200 acres were treated with controlled burns on Long Island this year. 
Controlled burns help restore habitat and prevent large-scale wildfires from 
occurring in our natural landscapes. 

The Nature Conservancy continues to restore shellfish populations across 
Long Island. Working with Southampton, The Nature Conservancy placed 
14,000 clams in a new shellfish spawner sanctuary in Moriches Bay; we’ve also 
cultured 350,000 bay scallops which will be released late this fall into Peconic 
and Shinnecock Bays. A total of 16 spawner sanctuaries are now established in 
Peconic, Shinnecock, and Moriches Bays. Seven new spawner sanctuaries were 
stocked with a total of 100,000 clams in Great South Bay. 

Mashomack Preserve staff are nearing completion of a two-year long project 
creating accessible trails, improved interpretive signage about conservation 
work, and new murals and displays for the preserve’s Visitor’s 
Center highlighting the Conservancy’s work from both local 
and global perspectives. The project will be unveiled over the 
Thanksgiving holiday weekend. All are welcome.

Along with partners and volunteers, The Nature Conservan-
cy helped remove invasive water primrose from the Peconic 
River. This plant, like many other invasives, clogs waterways, 
hinders recreational activities and degrades natural habitats. 
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As part of our Long Island’s Last Stand initiative to protect the last remaining most significant 25,000 acres 
of open space on Long Island, The Nature Conservancy and its partners have worked to conserve key 
parcels in important watersheds this year. We’ve protected land from the Long Island Sound to the 
Atlantic Ocean with the Peconic Estuary in between, including:

KEY TRACTS PRESERVED FROM LONG ISLAND SOUND
TO PECONIC BAY TO ATLANTIC OCEAN  

The “Blocker Property”
45 acres in Corey Creek, Southold. 
The property, with important 
wetlands, also includes nearly 2,500 
feet of natural shoreline along Hog 
Neck Bay and 3,200 feet along 
Corey Creek. This tract was 
protected by Southold Town, 
Suffolk County, and The Nature 
Conservancy. It will be managed 
for conservation and passive 
recreation by the town of Southold.

The “Stackler Property” 
38 acres in Pipe’s Cove, Southold. 
This site is part of a nearly complete 
600-acre protected area on the North 
Fork that will result in a greenway for 
passive recreation from the Long Island 
Sound to the Peconic Bay. The site was 
acquired with funding from the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion, Southold Town, and The Nature 
Conservancy. The property will be 
managed for conservation and passive 
recreation by the town of Southold.

The “Chisholm Property”
One acre in Reeves Bay, Southampton. 
This property was purchased outright 
by The Nature Conservancy and is part 
of a complex of protected lands which 
Southampton Town, Suffolk County and 
New York State have purchased.

Land Protection:
Partnering to Achieve Conservation Goals

94 acres in the Peconic Estuary
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The “Bittner Property”
With 1,300 feet of frontage on Long Island Sound, 
this property includes five acres of beach, 10 
acres of duneland, tidal and freshwater wetlands 
and woodlands. The coastal dunes provide habitat 
and a natural buffer from coastal flooding. The site 
is home to nesting osprey and piping plover. This 
project was purchased with funds from the town 
of Southold, Suffolk County, the National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration and The Nature 
Conservancy. The property will be managed for 
conservation and passive recreation by the town 
of Southold.

The “Filippelli Property”
9.5 acres on Accabonac Harbor, East 
Hampton. The site harbors wetlands and 
wooded uplands, with butterfly weed and 
slender lady’s tresses, a rare orchid, as well as 
red cedar and other native plants. The Nature 
Conservancy and the town of East Hampton 
protected this property.

The “Cavett Property”
76 acres of land including oceanfront and globally 
rare Montauk moorlands are in the process of 
being purchased. The land, with sweeping views 
of the mighty Atlantic Ocean is host to rare habi-
tats, animals and plants. It is owned by television 
talk show host, Richard “Dick” Cavett and will be 
protected by New York State, Suffolk County, and 
East Hampton Town. The Nature Conservancy 
negotiated the purchase.

The “LaWall Property”
1/2 acre in Hampton Bays, Southampton. 
This small tract is of large importance as 
it is adjacent to The Nature Conservancy’s 
15-acre Wainwright Preserve and is 
nearby 900 acres of protected land 
(Hubbard County Park and Pine Barrens). 
This parcel was preserved by The Nature 
Conservancy and the town of
Southampton.  

76 acres
on the Atlantic Ocean
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The Nature Conservancy
Welcomes Jon Kachmar,
Director for Long Island Sound Program
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The Nature Conservancy recently hired a Long Island Sound Program Director, Jon Kachmar, to lead the 
Conservancy’s efforts to ramp-up comprehensive science-based conservation work in Long Island Sound.  

Jon will be responsible for The Nature Conservancy’s engagement in marine and coastal conservation in Long 
Island Sound. This program area crosses multiple states, including Connecticut, New York, and Rhode Island. 
As site director, Jon will work closely with government agencies and other partners to build support and promote 
policies for the protection and management of Long Island Sound. 

“While the Conservancy has long been involved in land acquisition and restoration efforts related to Long Island 
Sound, we have never before taken a coordinated, multi-state approach to the comprehensive issues facing this 
vast body of water,” explained Nancy Kelley, executive director for The Nature Conservancy on Long Island. 
“We are pleased to welcome Jon aboard and look forward to expanding our program and its breadth under 
his leadership.” 

Jon will strengthen The Nature Conservancy’s scientific knowledge of the Long Island Sound and its conservation 
needs. He will contribute to the Conservancy’s global and regional marine conservation goals by coordinating with 
conservation and policy staff across the organization.

“The Conservancy’s primary focus for Long Island Sound is developing a regional management framework for 
habitat protection and restoration of the Sound’s coastal and marine resources. The program will complement and 
enhance the phenomenal amount of conservation work already ongoing around the Sound,” explained Kachmar. 
“I’m very enthusiastic about engaging multiple project partners in Connecticut, New York and Rhode Island as we 
move forward to protect this nationally significant estuary.”

Originally from Connecticut, Jon brings to the position a wealth of experience in regards to restoration of coastal 
habitats and systems. He most recently served as senior planner and habitat restoration program manager for the 
Maine Coastal Program/Maine State Planning office in Augusta. 
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The Nature Conservancy’s 2008 Earth & Ocean Gala was held on Thursday, May 8 at the Conservancy’s Uplands Farm 
Sanctuary in Cold Spring Harbor. Daniel Murphy, Chairman and CEO of Madison National Bank was honored for 
his commitment to the community and as a partner in working to protect Long Island’s natural heritage for us and 

future generations. Honorary trustee Don Eversoll was presented with the “Conservation Leadership Award” in recognition 
of his long-standing leadership and support of The Nature Conservancy and its programs across Long Island and around 
the world. 
  
The Beaches and Bays Gala took place on Saturday, June 28 at an historic home in East Hampton and was hosted by Libby 
and Shahab Karmely. With over 500 guests, this sold-out event seems to get better every year. We thank our gala co-chairs, 
Leslie and Brian Brille, and Mary Kathryn and Alex Navab. Trustee Christopher Browne was honored for his long-standing 
commitment to conservation. A new addition this year was the junior after-party that attracted 100 guests and made for a 
lively and festive evening. The dedicated junior chairs were Karen Alexandra Hughes and Robert Wainwright. 

Nassau County Executive Tom Suozzi, Gala Honoree Daniel L. Murphy, Chairman & CEO, 
Madison National Bank, Conservation Leadership Honoree Donald M. Eversoll, and 
TNC Vice-Chairman Mark Hamer.

Gala co-chairs Leslie and Brian Brille; Mary 
Kathryn and Alex Navab
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A long-tailed skipper, a 
butterfly rarely seen in the 
northeast U.S. was spotted 
and photographed at a Nature 
Conservancy preserve in Bay 
Shore in September. 

This butterfly is usually 
found throughout tropical 
and subtropical America, 
with a normal range from 
Argentina to the southern 
United States. According to 
the North American Butterfly 
Association, sightings of this 
butterfly in the northeast have 
been increasing over the past 
five years. 

The long-tailed skipper 
prefers to inhabit open, 
disturbed areas such as old 
fields and agricultural land 
where it can locate its favorite 
nectar sources. 

A long-tailed skipper, rare visitor 
from southern regions was spotted 
at a Nature Conservancy preserve 
this summer. Notice the long 
hindwing and the iridescent blue 
on the upper wing areas.
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